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A Message From the Board

Our message as a board for 2026 is intended to be a candid message about what
this past year meant and why the future is worth showing up for. This is the story of
a significant transition.

Forty-seven years is not just a number, it is a measure of trust. It is the accumulation
of every nonprofit that found its footing in our hallways, every collaboration forged
over a shared printer, every moment a small organization felt less alone because
CommunityWise was there. Stewarding that legacy through this year's changes has
been the most significant responsibility this Board has held in recent memory, and
we do not take it lightly.

The decision to leave the Old Y was not made quickly or easily. That building was
more than a lease, it was home. When the Expression of Interest to take over the
building came forward, the Board considered it carefully and honestly. Ultimately,
the scale of structural renovations required to bring the building to code,
combined with the financial capacity needed to take on that responsibility, made it
clear that pursuing ownership was not in the best interest of our members or the
long-term sustainability of CommunityWise. It was a difficult conclusion to reach,
but the right one. We knew that some members would not make the journey with
us, and we grieved that. What we carried forward was everything the Old Y
represented, the relationships, the mission, and the commitment to community
that has defined CommunityWise for 47 years.

What surprised us most was the resilience we witnessed, in our members, in our
staff, and in the community that chose to come with us. The Farewell to the Old Y
event last year was a testament to that spirit: bittersweet, yes, but full of the warmth
that has always defined this community. And when we held our first event in our
new building here at Deerfoot 17, the Cozy Connections Holiday Mixer, something
shifted. The new space felt like our new home!

We want to be honest with those who are still uncertain: change is hard, and your
feelings about it are valid. But the mission has not changed. The values have not
changed. The people have not changed. What has changed is our capacity to
serve, we are thankful for the members that followed us, new members, the
community we are creating in our new space and a new neighbourhood full of
partners we have not yet met but are eager to know.

The Board is grateful, to our staff for their extraordinary effort through the
transition, to our members for their patience and loyalty, and to our new and
returning community for your continued belief in what CommunityWise is and can
be. The next chapter is bright.

In solidarity,
The Board of Directors
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What is CWRC?

OUR STORY: ROOTS, CHANGE & WHAT STAYS THE SAME

CommunityWise Resource Centre has always believed that nonprofits
do better together. For 47 years, that belief took physical form in a
building on 12th Avenue we all know as the Old Y, where organizations
found not just desk space but a community. It was imperfect, aging,
and irreplaceable all at once.

This past year, we closed that chapter. The farewell we held for the Old
Y was not a somber affair, it was a celebration, full of shared memories,
longtime members, and an honest reckoning with what that space had
meant. We honoured 47 years, and then we moved forward.

The new building represents something we could not have imagined
offering in the Old Y: a modern, fully accessible facility with dedicated
parking for our members and guests, bright shared spaces, and room
to grow. It is in a vibrant neighbourhood we are only beginning to
understand. Our community mapping work is already revealing the
partners and service providers already present around us.

Not everyone made the move with us, and we understand why. For
some, proximity to downtown was non-negotiable. For others, the
space or cost did not line up. We worked hard to support every
organization through that decision: sourcing alternative spaces, helping
move furniture, coordinating clean-outs, and making sure all groups
were supported to the best of our abilities.

Our purpose stayed constant through it all. CommunityWise exists to
make it easier for nonprofits to do their work. That is as true today in
our new home as it was in 1979. The address has changed. The mission
has not.
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